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United in faith to end homelessness in Chicago.

Over the course of a year, 166,0001 people find themselves homeless in metro Chicago—many of which are families. 
Most times, these men, women and children have become homeless due to circumstances beyond their control, such 
as domestic violence, lack of affordable housing, loss of a job, substance abuse or being released from a hospital, 
prison or mental facility with nowhere to go. Bouncing from shelter to shelter, these individuals become victims, lost 
in a system with no real hope of regaining stability. And often times, this cycle of poverty repeats itself in the next 
generation.

At the Interfaith Council for the Homeless (ICH), we know it doesn’t have to be this way. And we’re doing something 
about it.

By embracing a revolutionary model of care, we’re committed to breaking this cycle of homelessness through 
advocacy, support and education. We know that this commitment must extend far beyond providing a hot meal and a 
temporary warm bed. That’s why we work to give homeless individuals and families the resources and empowerment 
they need to sustain permanent housing and flourish in their communities. 

This year, many of our city’s homeless have had the opportunity to regain their independence and self-sufficiency 
because of faith communities, organizations, individuals just like you. But, we need this same generous support 
to continue to make a difference.

Together, we can break the cycle of homelessness.

1University of Illinois at Chicago, For Rent: Housing Options in the Chicago Rent, Nov. 1999. 

Letter from the President of the Board
 
Nothing gives me greater pleasure than to share my first message as Board President for the Interfaith Council for the 
Homeless. The history of the ICH is a complex woven tapestry of people’s lives, dreams, talents and expectations. I 
am deeply honored to lead the Board in an effort to empower the city’s homeless and provide them with a permanent 
living solution. 

Looking back, 2005 was indeed a landmark year for ICH. Sanctuary Place and Housing First both saw success in 
maintaining permanent housing for families and individuals. In the coming year, we also look forward to the success 
of our new initiative, Interfaith Homes. The goal of this new program is to involve congregations of all faiths to adopt 
homeless families and help them regain a stable living environment. We’re very optimistic as this model has been 
successful in other communities.

In this past year, we also bid farewell to the Rev. Dr. John Hobbs, our Executive Director, as he was called to serve a 
parish. After an extensive search, Bill Johnson was chosen to fill this position. Bill offers a great deal of expertise and 
we look forward to his leadership.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my personal appreciation to the Board of Directors. A chairperson 
can only be as effective as the board one chairs. It is also extremely important on behalf of myself and the Board to 
thank and praise our highly trained, dedicated, and professional staff, who work so diligently day in and day out to fulfill 
the mission of ICH. They are simply the best.
 

Renee Lepp 
: President of the Board

Letter from the Executive Director

I am honored to be writing my first message to you, our friends, supporters and allies in the fight to end 
homelessness. I am grateful to the Board of Directors for giving me this opportunity to lead the agency.

It is with much excitement that I look forward to the work of the Interfaith Council for the Homeless. 
The staff and the agency have embraced Chicago’s new model of service delivery for the homeless. This 
new model places value on the stability of housing and provides an environment where individuals 
can effectively move toward employment and self-sufficiency. Over the past year, we provided social 
services that supported 26 families and 63 women in retaining permanent housing units, while moving 

them toward a point of sustainable life. After three years in our Housing First program and two full years at Sanctuary 
Place, we have over a 90% success rate. These are truly remarkable results.

As we reflect on the past, we need to stop and say thank you to our past leaders. It is through the hard work and 
tireless energy of people like Buzz Hargleroad and John Hobbs that have made us who we are today. They had the 
vision and flexibility to adapt to the changing times, when ICH had to reinvent itself to continue serving the city’s 
homeless. 

I’d like to thank the staff of ICH. We are truly fortunate to have such a dedicated, competent, and professional staff. 
And lastly, I’d like to thank the Board of Directors, the philanthropic community, the government funders, and the 
many individuals, who have contributed to the success of our serving people who are homeless.

William H. Johnson
: Executive Director 

Letter from the Director of Case Management Services

I believe the best analogy for ICH’s case management services is that of a coach and a team. Our staff 
strives to act as teachers and motivators for our community of residents. Unlike managed care models, 
we never set a time clock for improvement. As long as our residents continue to show progress and the 
will to persevere, we work alongside them as their advocates. 

As “life coaches,” our case managers work with each resident to determine how they can become 
better equipped to succeed by objectively analyzing their strengths and weaknesses. Together, we 
develop a life plan with educational, employment and rehabilitative objectives. The model is successful 

because it empowers residents to exercise new skills and gives case managers an opportunity to intervene if progress 
is halted. As a result of this approach, residents develop life skills that will ultimately benefit themselves, their families 
and their communities.

After a resident meets his or her goals, case managers still continue to coach him or her along the path to greater 
self-sufficiency through referrals to partnered organizations and workshops. We also believe in recognizing and 
celebrating personal victories at every turn. And even if a resident falls out of compliance with his or her life plan, we 
compassionately confront them and work together to get back on track with self-determination. 

I can’t tell you how proud I am of our residents and the progress each has made in the last year. I’m grateful 
to all of the organizations that support and believe in the mission of ICH. In the coming year, I only hope to partner 
with more organizations that strive to help train and employ those with criminal backgrounds. It is because of these 
steadfast programs that our residents are able to get the exceptional opportunities they need to succeed. 

Cozzetta Uwejeyan, MA, CADC
: Director of Case Management Services
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Sanctuary Place A Community of Empowerment

Located at 642 N. Kedzie Ave., Sanctuary Place provides housing to 63 women and six families. This modern campus 
provides much more than shelter to its residents—it offers empowerment and a community of support. Through 
a comprehensive program of case management, social services, and health care, we help our residents regain 
independence by giving them the skills and tools they need to thrive and flourish. 

This program began in 2003, but in this short time, we have seen significant progress. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2005, we saw these incredible results:
	

	 • 85% of our individuals remained housed. 
	 • 100% of our families remained housed.
	 • ��100% of new individuals and families were assessed for benefits and entitlement 

and received the necessary referrals to secure these entitlements.
	 • 132 referrals were made for mainstream services.
	 • One-third of the families increased their income level.
	 • 29% of single occupancy residents increased their income level.
	 • �100% of residents received annual medical screenings. Twenty-six individuals in 

need of additional medical attention were appropriately referred.
	 • 3,747 individual case management contacts were made.
	 • 123 AA and NA groups were provided.
	 • Four women were successfully reunited with their children.

Testimony from a current Sanctuary Place resident:

“My name is Joan* and I’m a ex-heroin addict who has been incarcerated on numerous occasions due to my drug 
addiction. I’ve always felt alone and unloved. I was sentenced to six years in the Illinois Department of Corrections and 
served three years and eight months of this sentence. When I was released, I became homeless. The Interfaith Council 
for the Homeless are people who really care. I never felt loved by a total stranger until I met this staff. They’re very 
genuine in their care and helping clients stay drug-free. These people are sincere in helping all residents stay focused. 
I am now a student at Malcolm X College and I work part time.”

* Name has been changed

Housing First A lasting solution to homelessness

Housing First is a program that provides family housing in various locations across the city’s south and west sides. 
With the collaborative support of property owners and an interdisciplinary team of mental health specialists, case 
managers, and a nurse practitioner, this program provides housing and support services for 20 families. ICH gives 
these families access to medical, employment, educational, and financial services, so that they can stay housed and 
independent. 

In 2005, Housing First achieved incredible growth and success. The program accomplished the following: 

	
	 • �A network of 20 rental subsides were secured for the program’s utilization.
	 • �A total of 21 rental subsidies were provided.
	 • 1�00% of the families increased their independent living skills.
	 • �100% of the families remained housed.
	 • �More than $14,000 was raised for the families’ utility bills, rent, nutritional needs, 

and move-in expenses.
	 • �843 case management contacts were made.
	 • �The case managers and nurse practitioner made more than 100 referrals.
	 • �Through case management contacts, the families received linkages and referrals 

to overcome barriers to resources. Approximately $11,500 in food coupons and 
$2,400 in CTA passes were distributed to the families.

	 • �Case managers provided 509 visits and the nurse practitioner provided 79.
	 • �The nurse practitioner made 22 medical referrals and the case managers made 

78 referrals to support and medical services. The nurse provided nutritional 
education to 96 people.

	 • �The nurse monitored the immunization status of 39 school-aged children.

Inter faith Homes Faith communities united in compassion

In August 2005, we launched a new permanent housing initiative—Interfaith Homes. 

Funded by the City of Chicago’s Department of Housing, the goal of our third housing program is to 
recruit and support faith communities in sponsoring a homeless family for up to one year. Through this 
collaborative effort, the faith community and ICH work toward the common goal of keeping the family 
permanently housed. ICH provides professional case management to the homeless family while providing 
technical assistance to the participating church, temple or mosque community. 

The faith community may provide the following support: 

	
	 • Move-in services
	 • Household goods donations
	 • Kitchen supply donations
	 • Rent assistance
	 • Utility deposits
	 • Rental security deposits
	 • Other support efforts

To get your faith community involved in this breakthrough initiative or for more information, contact 
the Rev. Mark W. Wendorf by calling 312.455.3125 or e-mailing mark@ichchicago.org.
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We’d like to extend a sincere 
thank you to the following 
contributors who have 
supported the Interfaith 
Council for the Homeless in 
the last calendar year. 
We could not have provided 
support to people who are 
homeless without your 
overwhelming generosity.

Faith Communities
Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church
Bethel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church
Christ Church of Winnetka
Church of the Three Crosses 
of Chicago
Church World Service, Inc
 –CROP Walk
Couriers for Christ
Edgebrook Community Church
First Congregational Church 
of Wilmette
First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Blue Island
First Presbyterian Church of 
Lake Forest
First United Church of Oak Park
Franciscan Outreach Association
Fourth Presbyterian Church
Glenview Community Church
Good Shepherd Presbyterian 
Church
Gurnee Community Church
Illinois Conference, United 
Church of Christ 
Lincoln Park Presbyterian 
Church
Morgan Park Presbyterian 
Church
Northern Illinois Conference, 
United Methodist Church
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church
Presbytery of Chicago
River Glen Presbyterian Church
St. Andrew’s United Methodist 
Church
Trinity Lutheran Church
Trinity United Church of Christ
Union Church of Hinsdale
United Church of Hyde Park
Unity in Chicago
Western Springs Presbyterian 
Church
Wicker Park Grace
Winnetka Presbyterian Church
Yorkfield Presbyterian Church

Foundations
Helen Brach Foundation
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy 
Fund
The Arie and Ida Crown 
Memorial
The Chicago Community Trust
The Chicago Tribune Charities—
Holiday, a fund of the 
McCormick Tribune Foundation
Estelle Ecker Foundation
Irving Harris Foundation
Joan and James Shapiro 
Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Michael Reese Health Trust
Northern Trust Charitable Trust
Polk Bros. Foundation
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice 
Foundation
The Seabury Foundation
Tides Foundation
TJX Foundation Inc.
VNA Foundation
W.P. and H.B. White Foundation

Government
City of Chicago, Department 
of Housing
City of Chicago, Department 
of Human Services
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development

Individuals
Anonymous
Paul and Marilee Allen
Ruth Anderson Trust
Elizabeth Benson
Lois Berry
Joseph and Ruth Bienias
Elizabeth Benson
Keith and Penny Block
Rosalie Blonder
George and Jean Borneman
Guy and Roxanne Brassart
Richard Bremer and Loretta 
Gratias-Bremer
Irene Bresingham
Daniel Bricker
Paul and Mary Ann Brucher
Larry and Bonnie Campbell
Robert Casey
Shelley Casey
Jeanine Caughlin
Sanjiv and Lisa Chadha
Walter and Doris Chimack
Robert and Pauline Coffman
Kendon and Karen Conrad
Robert and Betty Crandall
Robert Crowe

Kristine Culp
Lowell and Anke Culver
John and Denise Currier
Cindy Davenport
Roberta Deakyne
Arline Doblin
Mary and Leo Domzalski
Kimberly Douglas
Jerry and Patricia Fellows
George and Madeline Garcia
Stacey and Thomas Gault
Michael Gentile and 
Marylen Marty-Gentile
Martha and William Gilmer
William Glader
Ruth and Phillip Gross
Beth Truett Haagen
Sally Hands
Bridget Hansel
Buzz and Bobbi Hargleroad
Sara Herrin
Stephen Herman
Robert and Patricia Hilarides
John Hobbs
Annie Lee Hudson
Robert and Saran Hutchins
Genetta and Richard Jackson
Kenyetta and Greg Jackson
John and Carol Jansson
Argie Johnson
William and Patsy Johnson
Sharon Katterman
Ethel Keeran
Michael Kiley
Kenneth Kneubuhler
Patricia Kragie
Marvin Leiner 
Ann Bashook Leiner 
Renee and Seymour Lepp
Barbara Lewis
Maryjane Liang
Barry and Terri Lind
David and Anna Linder
Ted and Jacqueline Maxeiner
Mary and Michael McGillicuddy
Terry and Virginia Moore
Theresa Mullen
David Murad
Ann Page-El
Paul and Maxine Palmer
Robert and Elise Parsons
Joyce Perry
Elizabeth Phillips
Benjamin Pont
Janet McCabe Powers
Edith Price
Beverly Rehfeldt
Norman and Regina Richter, Jr.
Henry and Carol Roberts
Michael Roth
Mary Scott
Victoria Sebastian
Barry Smith

William and Laura Spizzirri
Marshall Sorkin and Joanne 
Kalnitz
David M. Stafford
Barbara Stamm
Allan Stern
Gail Stone
Deborah Stracco
Don Tarczon
Colleen and Paul Telle, Jr.
Harvey and Sybel Thomas
Judith Turner
Lynn Vieni
Mark and Diane Wendorf
Robert and Sarah Wenning
Lois Wolff
Robert and Marion Wulff
Deborah Young

Corporations and 
Businesses
CPS Human Resources
Kraft Foods, Inc.
Lerman, Boudart & Associates, 
LLP
Patterson Associates, Inc.

Company 
Matching Gifts
CNA Foundation
Northern Trust

Other 
Organizations
Chicago Area Combined Federal 
Campaign
Mt. Moriah Grand Lodge 
Kennedy Charity Caterers, 
Kennedy Jr. High School, 
Naperville
Washington Jr. High School, 
Naperville 

Community Links
We are grateful for our 
collaboration with the following 
organizations:
Ada S. McKinley Center
Back of the Yard
Beacon Therapeutic
Bobby Wright Mental Health 
Center
CARA
Chicago Coalition for the 
Homeless
Chicago Commons
Chicago Continuum of Care
Chicago Health Outreach
Chicago House
Chicago Metropolitan Association,
United Church of Christ
Church World Service

Circle Family Care
C.O.R.E. Center
Cornell Intervention
DOOR
DORS
Englewood Board of Health
Enterprise Kitchen
Faith Builders
Fantus Clinic
Featherfist
Fox Valley Fire & Safety 
Company
God’s Army Ministry
Goldie’s Place
Hartgrove Hospital
Heartland Alliance
Heartland Alliance Chicago 
Connection
Housing Opportunities for 
Women
InnerVoice
Interfaith House
Interfaith Housing Development 
Corporation
Lenscrafters
Lincoln Park Community Shelter
Marillac House
Mile Square Treatment Center
M.O.W.D.
Near North Health Corporation
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church
Partnership to End Homelessness
Presbytery of Chicago
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Provident Hospital
Recovery Plus II
Rush University Medical Center, 
College of Nursing
SAFER Foundation
St. Leonard’s Ministry
Salvation Army
Sharing Connection
Southwest Women Working 
Together
Sunlight of the Spirit
Vision House
Walls Memorial CME Church
Wells Spring
West Humboldt Park Family and 
Community Development Council
Western Springs Presbyterian 
Church
Winfield Moody Health Center
Women and Trade
Women’s Treatment Center
Yorkfield Presbyterian Church

Every attempt has been 
made to ensure the accuracy 
of this list. Please report any 
omissions or misspellings to 
the office.

Contributors January 2005–December 2005 Fiscal Year 2005 Financial Summary 
This information summarizes the financial activities of the Interfaith Council for the Homeless for the period of July 
2004 through June 2005. It was abstracted from the organization’s June 30, 2005 financial statements, which are 
audited by Osher and Associates, Certified Public Accountants. Because the information does not include all of the 
disclosures generally required by generally accepted accounting principals, it is not intended to present our financial 
condition or our operational results. A copy of the audited financial statement will be provided upon request.

Operating Revenues	 						      	
		
	 Public Support: 	 Contributions		        
				    Government Grants		
   				    Donated Services     		    
   				    Special Events         	    
 				    Total Public Support	       

	 Other Revenue: 	 Operations			 
				    Interest Income			       
				    Miscellaneous Income		     
				    Total Other Revenue		
		
				    Total Revenue		       
Expenses								      
		
	 Program Services: 	 Program Services		
		
	 Supporting Services:	 Management and General	 
				    Fundraising			     
							     
				    Total Expenses		       

	 Net Assets: 		  Beginning of Fiscal Year		
				    End of Fiscal Year		   
				    Change in Net Assets 		   
Financial Position							     

				    Total Assets			 
				    Total Liabilities			 
				    Net Assets			 

		  You can help break the cycle of homelessness.
		�  By donating to the Interfaith Council for the Homeless, you can help 

provide more than just a short-term safe haven for the homeless of   
Chicago. You have the power to change the lives of so many men, women, 
and children by giving them a permanent, stable living environment—           
a place to call home.

		 		  You can make a difference. 
		  Donate today by calling 773.265.1207 or e-mailing bill@ichchicago.org.

    $205,081
420,629

   		    3,325 
   		  4,001

 $633,036

 $71,046
			   543
		  500
		   $72,089
	

 $705,125
	

$653,982
		

 33,817
		  21,831
				  
		   $709,630

$32,345
	  $27,840
		  (4,505)

$82,060
		  $54,220

$27,840
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Renee Lepp
: President

Dr. Argie Johnson
: Vice President

Sara Herrin
: Secretary

John Currier
: Treasurer

Jeanine Caughlin
Stacey Gault
Beverly Rehfeldt
Rev. Henry Roberts
Robin Snyderman
Don Tarczon
Rev. Derrick Williams

Board of Directors 

William H. Johnson
: Executive Director

Cozzetta Uwejeyan 
: Director of Case Management Services

Rev. Mark Wendorf
: Program Coordinator, Interfaith Homes

Deborah Young
: Case Manager

Brenda Brown 
: Addiction Specialist

Pam Jones 
: Child Behavioral Specialist

Angela Slate
: Senior Case Manager

Vivian Owens
: Nurse Practitioner

Cynthia Rogers
: Data/Administrative Assistant

Angeline Jones
: Case Manager

Sarah Venton
: Case Manager

Anthony Peete
: Data/Housing Specialist

Kenyetta Jackson
: Accountant

Rev. Dr. John Hobbbs
: Consultant

Inter faith Council for the Homeless Staff

Interfaith Council for the Homeless
642 N. Kedzie, Chicago, IL 60612

p: 773.265.1207
f : 773.265.1237

Printing for this year’s annual report was generously donated thanks to Frank Babich at Print Perfect !

Annual Report Contributors: Megan Hochstetler, Amber Hussung, and Brandon Combs
©2006: Interfaith Council for the Homeless
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